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KNOX COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 
August 19, 2020; from 5:00 p.m. to 6:08 p.m. 

Knox County Health Department 
Via Zoom Meeting  

 
Present:   
 Martha Buchanan, MD, Secretary  
 Dianna Drake, PharmD 

Jack E. Gotcher, Jr., DDS, Chair  
 Maria Hurt, DNP   
 Glenn Jacobs, Knox County Mayor 
 Patrick O’Brien, MD 
 James Shamiyeh, MD 

Marcy Souza, DVM 
Lisa Wagoner, RN; representing Superintendent Bob Thomas, Knox County Schools 

Absent:  
 None  
Others Attending: 

KCHD: Katharine Killen, Danielle Davis (zoom host) and Narda Cappuccilli (recorder) 
Knox County: David M. Sanders, Esq. representing Knox County Law Department  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
Chair Gotcher called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL  
Dr. Buchanan called the roll and all members were present. 
 

III. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM 
Dr. Gotcher established a quorum, as all members were present.  
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: AUGUST 12, 2020 MEETING  
Motion was made by Mayor Jacobs and was seconded by Dr. O’Brien. 
Vote #1: Roll call and the August 12, 2020 minutes passed unanimously.  

 
V. SET THE AGENDA  

Motion was made by Dr. Souza and seconded by Dr. Drake, to set the agenda. 
Vote #2: Roll call and the vote was unanimous.  
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VI. BENCHMARK PRESENTATION BY KNOX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT BY DR. BUCHANAN 
Dr. Buchanan reviewed the current local situation and the benchmarks, available on the 
health department’s website as follows: 
 
As of the official update to the website today:  

• 45 new confirmed cases since yesterday’s report  

• 5,528 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Knox County  

• 203 probable cases 

• 3,482 of our cases have recovered, giving us 2,197 active cases 

• 239 individuals have been hospitalized at some point in their illness 

• 39 Knox County residents are currently hospitalized 

• 52 is our total number of deaths due to complications from COVID-19 

• 1 additional death to report 
 
Benchmark 1: Sustained reduction of stability in new cases for 14 days / Yellow 
88 cases per day, lower volume, encouraging trend and hope it continues.  
The 5 Core Actions are noticeably working. 

 
Benchmark 2: Community-wide sustained and increased diagnostic testing with consistent 
or decreased test result reporting turnaround time / Green 
Trends heading in right direction. Average turnaround time consistently two days or less. 
 
Benchmark 3: Sustained or increased public health capability / Green  

 
Benchmark 4: Health care system capabilities remain within current and forecasted surge 
capability / Yellow  

 
Benchmark 5: Sustained or decreased COVID-19 related death rate for identified positive 
or probable cases / Yellow 
This rate has decreased slightly, this is encouraging. 
 
Discussion included clarification on how case counts are determined, in reference to college 
students, that are not Knox County residents. Also discussed were the challenges of contact 
tracing; reviewing the case history of two days after onset of illness, we are reliant on folks 
to identify whom they were with; for more than ten minutes and closer than six feet apart. 
Dr. Gotcher stated that overall, the benchmarks are maintaining or improving in a favorable 
direction, this week. 
 

VII. UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE MEDICAL CENTER AT KNOXVILLE DATA UPDATE  
BY DR. SHAMIYEH 
Dr. Shamiyeh presented COVID-19 Data Update-August 19, 2020, a PowerPoint 
presentation to the Board. The information was compiled from real regional data, from 
UTMC, Knox County and THA (Tennessee Hospital Association) Knoxville District, which 
includes eight surrounding counties to Knox County. 
Data related slides included: 

• Hospitalization Correlation: Knox County and THA Knoxville District  

• New Cases: Pace, by Week/Month 
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• Evidence that Mask Resolution Effective  

• “Big 4” Comparison: Shelby, Davidson, Hamilton and Knox  

• Hospitalizations by Week/Month 

• THA Knoxville District: Census and Projection thru Labor Day, 2020  
 

A question and answer session followed. See attached PowerPoint Presentation. 
 

VIII. COVID-19 BARS CURFEW REGULATION NO. 2020-4, REVIEW AND DISCUSSION  
Mr. Sanders confirmed Regulation No. 2020-4 Bars Curfew has a sunset date of August 20, 
2020 at 12:01 am.  
Discussion continued:  

• Recommendation to continue the bars curfew for an additional two weeks 

• Community bar owners’ feedback have requested that all alcohol sales across the 
county be restricted after 10 p.m.  

• Call 311 to lodge concerns or complaint  

• Utilizing technology to assist with communication across agencies and data share 
 

Dr. Souza proposed a motion to extend the bars curfew for an additional two weeks. Dr. 
O’Brien seconded the motion.  
Vote #3: Roll call vote:   
Dr. Drake  Yes 
Dr. Gotcher, Chair  Yes  
Dr. Hurt   Yes 
Mayor Jacobs  No  
Dr. O’Brien  Yes 
Dr. Shamiyeh Yes  
Dr. Souza   Yes  
Ms. Wagoner  Yes  
 
The motion carried, to extend Regulation No. 2020-4 for another two weeks, until 12:01 AM 
September 3, 2020. 
Paragraph 14 of the regulation states that “This regulation shall remain in effect until 12:01 
AM August 20, 2020 and may be extended by the Board of Health if indicated by the current 
data.”  

 
IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

Dr. Gotcher and Dr. Buchanan have been invited by TN State Representative Martin Daniel, 
to appear at the capital, before the Joint Government Operations Committee’s Rule Review 
Hearing, on August 26, at 1 p.m., CST; regarding the operations of the Knox County Board of 
Health.  
 
The Board decided to remain with weekly meetings, considering the seriousness of the 
pandemic situation, and with feedback from the community to continue to share 
information and data, on a weekly basis. 
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Dr. Souza agreed to chair the August 26 meeting, as Dr. Gotcher wants to ensure the 
meeting will take place, with the remote chance he and Dr. Buchanan are unable to 
participate from Nashville. 
 
Dr. Buchanan cited that Governor Lee may not renew the order allowing virtual 
governmental meetings, beyond the August 29 expiration date. We are exploring locations 
to hold in-person, socially distanced Board of Health future meetings, by early September, if 
needed. 
 
Dr. Souza recognized she had received emails from the public concerned for the health 
safety of employees working a local gentlemen’s clubs, as they do not fall under the 
stipulations of the current regulations, as they do not serve alcohol. 
 
Dr. Gotcher stated that Mr. Sanders is reviewing previous regulations and may be modifying 
the wording, regarding BOB (Bring Own Bottle) establishments, which will be discussed at an 
upcoming meeting. 
 
Dr. Drake inquired about the enforcement of wearing masks, at these establishments. 
 
Mr. Sanders reviewed that enforcement of any of the Board of Health’s regulations falls 
under two separate lines, the first is through law enforcement that is breaking of a 
regulation of the Department of Health is in itself a misdemeanor, a criminal offense, in so 
much as any of the law enforcement community choose to enforce it, there is that option; 
that would be KCSO within the county, KPD within the city and UTPD on campus.  
The Tennessee Code does give Dr. Buchanan, in both her roles as health director and health 
officer certain powers over business establishments, which if she chooses to exercise them, 
she can. The difficulty is discovering if there was an infraction and proven, there are powers 
Dr. Buchanan has, which she can undertake and if she would do that with the assistance of 
the law office. 
 
Dr. Buchanan stated it would be complicated for the health officer to act and go that route, 
whereby we have chosen and prefer to educate and inform as opposed to regulate and 
close. Folks who are concerned about activities that are happening and lack of mask wearing 
anywhere, we direct them to call 311, in cooperation with the City and the health 
department staff, these locations will be visited and discussed how to comply. 
 
Dr. Gotcher acknowledged the email messages they have received that state the Board of 
Health members are not elected, and by law are authorized to advise. He pointed out that 
the Tennessee Code Annotated has a specific regulation how boards are set up, what 
members constitute the board and what their duties and powers are. The TCA code is 68-2-
601, paragraph f-123; set up in 1985, with the last iteration was in 2003. 
 
Mr. Sanders stated the plain language of the statute, it delegates who comes onto the 
board, there is not a process for popular election of members of the board. The mayor is the 
only popularly elected member; everyone is appointed by the county commission, which is 
an elected body itself, from the nominees of these various professional societies, with the 
exception being the director of schools or his designee.  
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Dr. Buchanan stated she would send the Tennessee Code Annotated to the board members. 
 
Dr. Hurt reminded the board of previous council, Mr. Morton stating the board’s legal 
responsibilities to our community and the safety of our fellow citizens, as scientists; when 
politics and science combine, there is no more science. 
 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Next Zoom meeting: Wednesday, August 26, 2020; from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT  

There being no other business, Dr. Souza motioned, and Dr. Shamiyeh seconded to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Martha, Buchanan, MD, Senior Director and Public Health Officer 
Knox County Health Department 

        Secretary, Knox County Board of Health  
 
 
 
 
List of Attachments:  

• Regulation No. 2020-4-COVID-19 – Bars Curfew 

• COVID-19 Update-August 19, 2020; PowerPoint Presentation by Dr. Shamiyeh 
 


